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PAMANTASAN NG LUNGSOD NG MAYNILA is a 
pioneer, a leader, and a model institution of higher 
learning.  It is situated within the walls of Intramuros 
on a 3-hectare lot earlier occupied by the Manila 
High School.  It is the first university in the country to 
have its official name in Filipino and also the first to 
offer tuition-free tertiary education in the Philippines 
and in Asia. It is the first university funded solely  by 
a city government. 
	
	 PLM was established on 19 June 1965 by 
virtue of Republic Act 4196 signed by then President  
Diosdado Macapagal.  Its conception started with 
the Honorable Mayor Arsenio Lacson who approved 
Municipal Ordinance  No. 4202 on 13 January 1960, 
appropriating  P1 Million for the construction of the 
University.  Mayor Antonio Villegas worked for the 
realization of the program of his predecessor who 
passed away before the fulfillment of his dream 
university.  He issued EO No. 7 on 13 February 
1963 creating the Committee that  formulated the 
plans for the University’s establishment. Representa-
tive Justo Albert of the 4th congressional district of 
Manila sponsored House Bill No. 8349 which was 
passed  by the House of Representatives in 1964. 

	 PLM formally opened on 17 July 1967 and 
held classes to 556 enrollees under its first college 
named the University College.  Total  enrollment has 
grown to about 10,000 to date. PLM has 14 colleges 
and 5 graduate schools that offer undergraduate 
courses and graduate programs  leading to degrees 
in accountancy, economics, architecture, business 
administration, computer studies, education, engi-
neering, law, mass communication, mathematics, 
medicine, nursing, physical education, physical 
therapy, psychology, sciences, social work, tourism, 
management and public governance.

	 On top of this, PLM has the Open University & 
Distance Learning Program (OUDLP) which serves 
as the umbrella of unit programs and colleges, 
namely: the Emeritus College, the Expanded Tertiary 
Education Equivalency & Accreditation Program 
(ETEEAP); the Program for Midwives, the Ramon 
Magsaysay School of Public Governance (PRM) 
and the Overseas Program in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
and Korea. 
	
	 PLM has been cited by the Professional 
Regulation Commission  for its impressive performance 
and passing rate in various licensure examinations. 
	
	 PLM is among the top ten universities in the 
country today with affiliations and recognitions of its 
excellence from various national and international 
organizations. 
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